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THRILLING OLYMPIC MARATHON SWIMMING
QUALIFICATION IN SETUBAL (POR)

A total of 122 swimmers (71 men, 51 women) representing 52 nations will be in Setubal (POR) on June 11-12, 2016 for
the Marathon Swimming Olympic Games Qualification Tournament, the last opportunity to be selected for the Rio 2016
Games.

After the first phase of qualification, during the 2015 Kazan FINA World Championships, where the best 10 men and 10
women in the 10km event got their ticket to Brazil, the Setubal rendezvous will select the last 15 men and 15 women that
will swim in the waters at the large of Copacabana beach.

The 10km Marathon Swimming event for men and women is included in the Olympic programme since 2008.

Among the many stars present in Setubal (located 60km southern of Lisbon), the entry list includes Brian Ryckeman
(BEL), Mireia Belmonte (ESP), Keri-Anne Payne (GBR), Christian Reichert (GER), Gergely Gyurta (HUN), Chad Ho (RSA),
Evgeny Drattsev (RUS), and Oussama Mellouli (TUN — winner of the competition in 2012 and then Olympic champion in
London).

The current 10km world champions are, in the men'’s field, Jordan Wilimovsky (USA), while the women’s winner in Kazan
2015 was Aurélie Muller (FRA). Four years ago, at the London Olympic Games, the gold went to Mellouli in the men’s
competition and to Eva Risztov (HUN) in the women’s race.

The competition will be streamed live on FINA's Youtube channel
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